SELF- CARE iS NOT SELFiSH!

WE ALL HAVE MOMENTS WHEN WE FEEL LIKE WE CAN'T MANAGE AS PARENTS AND CARERS.
THAT WE ARE INCAPABLE. THAT THERE iS TOO MUCH TO DO, AND iT iS OVERWHELMING.
PERHAPS YOUR iNNER VOICE iS TELLING YOU: * WHAT AM | DOING WRONG?!'

THIS iIS SOMETHING ALL OF US EXPERIENCE FROM TIME TO TIME. EVERYONE HAS MOMENTS
WHEN THEY FEEL FRUSTRATED AND FULL OF DOURT. IT'S NATURAL, 8UT THAT DOESN'T MAKE iT
EASY TO MANAGE.

9 WAYS TO PRIORITISE SELF-CARE

HOW CAN WE COPE WHEN iT'S ALL TOO MUCH? SIMPLE iDEAS TO HELP.
l: BREATHE - IT SOUNDS SIMPLE, BUT FOCUSING ON YOUR BREATHING CAN HAVE A POWERFUL
EFFECT ON YOUR FEELINGS. CONSCIOUSLY TRY TO TAKE SLOWER, DEEPER BREATHS iN AND OUT
FOR A FEW MINUTES. LET YOUR B80ODY CALM DOWN AND BEGIN TO RELAX. THINKING ABOUT
YOUR BREATHING BEFORE RUSHING iNTO DEAL WIiTH A CRISIS, STOP CHILDREN BICKERING, OR
HAVING AN ARGUMENT WITH YOUR CHILD HELPS YOU REGULATE YOURSELF SO YOU CAN BETTER
SUPPORT YOUR CHILD.
2: TALK - THINK OF SOMEONE WHO WiLL LISTEN TO YOU. SOMEONE YOU KNOW WiLL BE
AVAILABLE AND EITHER HELP YOU WORK iT THROUGH OR JUST LISTEN WITHOUT JUDGING. A
‘PROBLEM SHARED iS A PROBLEM HALVED’ iS OFTEN TRUE. IF YOU'RE STRUGGLING TO FiND
SOMEONE TO TALK TO, TRY WRITING DOWN HOW YOU'RE FEELING.
3: PRIORITISE - WE CAN'T POSSIBLY GET THROUGH EVERYTHING ON OUR TO-DO LISTS. SO WHAT
IS IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW? WHAT CAN WAIT? WHAT WiLL STiLL BE OK iF iT iS DEALT WIiTH NEXT
WEEK? JUST REMEMBER TO GET THE MOST iIMPORTANT THINGS DONE, RATHER THAN PUTTING
THEM OFF FOR THE FUTURE.
4: MOVE - EXERCISE CAN MAKE A HUGE iIMPACT ON YOUR MENTAL AND PHYSICAL HEALTH. YOU
DON'T NEED TO TAKE OUT A GYM MEMBERSHIP OR DEVOTE HOURS EACH DAY TO EXERCISING.
JUST FiIND WAYS TO BUILD ACTIVE MOMENTS iNTO YOUR DAY. THAT COULD BE A QUICK FiVE-
MINUTE WALK DURING A LUNCH BREAK, OR GETTING ACTIVE TO DO CHORES. JUST STANDING LP
AND MOVING AROUND CAN REALLY HELP iF YOU'VE BEEN SITTING DOWN FOR A LONG TiME.
5: TIME - WE CAN'T MAGICALLY CREATE TiME (WOULDN'T LIFE BE EASIER iF WE COULD?) BUT
YOU CAN ASK YOURSELF iFf WHATEVER YOU ARE DOING, OR THINK THAT YOU HAVE TO DO, iS
REALLY ESSENTIAL TO GET DONE, RIGHT NOW. WHAT CAN WAIT?
6: SHARE WE OFTEN FEEL LIKE WE HAVE TO DO EVERYTHING OURSELVES, BUT THERE JUST
AREN'T ENOUGH HOURS iN THE DAY. WE MIGHT FEEL JUDGED FOR THINGS WE DON'T DO, OR
FOR ASKING FOR HELP, BUT TRUE FRIENDS AND SUPPORTIVE FAMILY MEMBERS WiLL WANT TO
HELP. START ACCEPTING OFFERS OF HELP- AND REACH OUT TO TRUSTED FRIENDS, FAMILY,
AND PERHAPS YOUR CHILD WHEN YOU NEED SUPPORT.
7: MAKE SOUNDS - THERE'S SOMETHING WONDERFUL ABOUT LETTING YOUR EMOTIONS OUT
WHEN YOU'RE FEELING FRUSTRATED, STRESSED, OR OVERWHELMED. CHOOSE A SAFE SPACE
AWAY FROM YOUR CHILD WHEN YOU CAN SiGH, CRY, SHOUT OR EVEN SCREAM WHEN iT FEELS
TOO MUCH. YOU WON'T BE THE FIRST PERSON TO YELL INTO A PILLOW iN FRUSTRATION.
8: GO OUTSIDE - GETTING OUTSIDE CAN HAVE A STRANGELY SOOTHING EFFECT. IF YOU'RE iN A
BUILT-UP AREA, TRY AND HEAD FOR A PARK OR PLAYGROUND FOR A BiT OF GREEN SPACE.
WHAT CAN YOU HEAR? HOW DOES THE AIR FEEL? WHAT CAN YOU SEE? TUNE INTO THE
ENVIRONMENT AROUND YOU.
O: SMILE - PERHAPS iT MAY FEEL THAT iF YOU DON'T LAUGH, YOU MIGHT CRY. THAT'S OKAY.
KNOW THAT THIS WILL PASS, AND CALMER TIMES WiLL COME AGAIN. LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF
TO BEST SUPPORT YOUR CHILD OR FAMILY.


https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Tangle-it-easter-1.pdf

